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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
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B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
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Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 
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2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on' the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
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S?rS ir S? or of ^ USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1,31 1. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take Yl minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce P O 
Bpx 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 2231 J- 1450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

Atl claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 



This communication is responsive to the decision of the Board of Appeals, mailed November 19. 2004 . 



The allowed claim(s) is/are 59-64 and 66-78 . 

The drawings filed on 30 December 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

1 . E| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. H Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ Other . 
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Claims 59-64 and 66-78 have been examined. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 59-64 and 66-68 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Wood et al. (U.S. Patent 5,891 ,035), discloses a method for providing 
operational protocols to medical diagnostic systems, the method comprising the steps 
of: storing a protocol on a machine readable medium, the protocol including at least one 
operating parameter for a medical diagnostic system (column 2, lines 8-19 and 30-49; 
column 7, lines 1-43); displaying user viewable indicia descriptive of the protocol at a 
medical diagnostic location (column 2, lines 8-19 and 30-49; column 7, line 1, through 
column 8, line 4); and performing a protocol exchange transaction including selecting 
the protocol via a user interface and loading the protocol at the medical diagnostic 
location from the machine readable medium via a network connection to the medical 
diagnostic location (column 6, line 15, through column 8, line 4; Figures 1 and 2). Wood 
does not disclose storing an accounting record of the transaction, but Reeder (U.S. 
Patent 5,852,812) teaches doing this (column 14, lines 25-37). Wood discloses 
exemplary images obtainable via the diagnostic system (column 9, line 67, through 
column 10, line 43) but does not disclose that the user viewable indicia include an 
exemplary image obtainable via the protocol, nor does Reeder or any other prior art of 
record teach this. The exemplary image found at the diagnostic end of Wood's process 
cannot properly be moved to the protocol selection process at the front of Wood's 
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process, absent teaching in the prior art, which is lacking. Font selection in Microsoft 
Word shows the name of each font which a user can choose to select printed in that 
font, but this is not analogous art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 69-73 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Wood et al. (U.S. Patent 5,891,035), discloses a method for obtaining 
an operational protocol for a medical diagnostic system or institution, the method 
comprising: performing a transaction by accessing data from a protocol library defining 
the desired protocol via a network link between the diagnostic system or institution and 
the library, and transmitting the data from the library to the diagnostic system (column 7, 
lines 1-58). Wood does not expressly disclose ordering a protocol by viewing a protocol 
list on a user interface at the medical diagnostic system, and selecting a desired 
protocol from the list, but does disclose referencing preferred presets (protocols) from 
an HTML page for retrieval over the Internet or another network (column 7, lines 20-26), 
which comes close. Moreover, it is well known to view lists of products or files that may 
be ordered, and select the desired item from the list, as taught, for example, by Wyatt 
(U.S. Patent 6,041,411), (column 4, lines 46-52; column 9, lines 29-46; and column 9, 
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line 54, through column 10, line 5). Wood does not disclose storing an accounting 
record of the transaction, but Reeder (U.S. Patent 5,852,812) teaches doing this 
(column 14, lines 25-37). Wood discloses exemplary images obtainable via the 
diagnostic system (column 9, line 67, through column 10, line 43) but does not disclose 
that the user viewable indicia include an exemplary image obtainable via the protocol, 
nor does Reeder or any other prior art of record teach this. The exemplary image found 
at the diagnostic end of Wood's process cannot properly be moved to the protocol 
selection process at the front of Wood's process, absent teaching in the prior art, which 
is lacking. Font selection in Microsoft Word shows the name of each font which a user 
can choose to select printed in that font, but this is not analogous art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 74-78 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Wood et al. (U.S. Patent 5,891 ,035), discloses a system for providing 
operational protocols to a medical diagnostic station or institution, the system 
comprising: at least one storage device for storing data defining a protocol, the protocol 
including data for controlling operation of the diagnostic station (column 2, lines 8-19 
and 30-49; column 7, lines 1-46); a messaging module in the diagnostic station or the 
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institution for formulating messages containing data descriptive of a desired protocol 
(column 7, lines 20-29); and communications circuitry for establishing a network link 
between the diagnostic station or institution and a remote protocol provider, for 
transmitting data descriptive of the desired protocol, and for receiving a reply from the 
remote protocol provider (column 2, lines 8-19 and 30-49; column 3, line 27, through 
column 4, line 16; column 7, line 1, through column 8, line 4). Wood discloses 
exemplary images obtainable via the diagnostic system (column 9, line 67, through 
column 10, line 43) but does not disclose that the user viewable indicia include an 
exemplary image obtainable via the protocol, nor does Reeder or any other prior art of 
record teach this. The exemplary image found at the diagnostic end of Wood's process 
cannot properly be moved to the protocol selection process at the front of Wood's 
process, absent teaching in the prior art, which is lacking. Font selection in Microsoft 
Word shows the name of each font which a user can choose to select printed in that 
font, but this is not analogous art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Derzay et al. (U.S. Patent 6,578,002) disclose a medical 



Application/Control Number: 09/476,708 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3625 

diagnostic system service platform. Davis et al. (U.S. Patent 6,631 ,353) disclose 
sonometry and densitometry medical diagnostic devices enabled for per-use patient 
examinations. Zavisian (U.S. Patent 6,684,092) discloses a system for facilitating 
pathological examination of a lesion in tissue. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0753. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins, can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 703-746-5574. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

NICHOLAS D. ROSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
January 26, 2005 



